LEONARDO DA VINCI
Savonarola dared to expose the wickedness of this pope,
the holy father tried to bribe him with the offer of a
cardinal's hat. When the bribe failed, he excommuni-
cated him and finally instigated his torture and
martyrdom.
That was the sort of world into which Leonardo was
born. To make his way in it he was endowed with
vigorous blood, and he early developed three strong
traits: an insatiable curiosity which caused him con-
tinually to be observing and prying into natural phe-
nomena; a restless striving for mastery of whatever
he undertook in science or art; and a capacity for what
modern science would call "disinterested research."
Facts were facts to him, to be reverenced above all
superstition and sentiment.
Leonardo's Education. His father had intended to
give him the usual education of the day so that he
might become in time a notary like himself. But
Leonardo's schooling took a different turn. In fact,
in the judgment of many of his contemporaries
Leonardo never became an educated man, and he him-
self records his thankfulness for that. To be educated
in those days meant to be versed in the Latin and Greek
classics. He always preferred to study nature in the
raw. In after years he had only contempt for those
scholars and doctors who took their knowledge second-
hand, appealing a hundred times to authority for every
one time that they appealed to experience. Leonardo
had learned to depend upon experience and observation.
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